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Among Insurgents
Walking Through
Burma

By Shelby Tucker

{Hard cover, 416 pages, neciudes
Sowr calor and 16 bfw dlusirations,
JSiue maps, an Appreciation by Sle-
phen Margse, a cartographer's note
by John & Bartholomews, o chro-
nodagy af the Burmese Ciell War,
boibliography end index, Priced for
retall af 29,95, 5L Martin's Fress
will sell to CHlers for 325 08, a 208
diseount, Send orders (oo 5L Mor
tin's Press, Scholarly & Reference
DHuiston, ¢fo Rowanne Hunte, [75
Fifif Avenue, New Yoric, NY 10010

Reviewed by David Dale

Shelby Tucker was a S3-year-
ald Amerlecan attaorney, writer and
adventurer with the burming desire
o "walk across Burma”™ o 1985,
Ten years of work has finally pro-
duced his story. Living It England
al the time. he did some research,
pleked up some chaclete maps and
charls and flew to Berlin, By train
from thers, he progesded across
Fussia and Siberla for China,
picking up a 24-year-old Swedish
cx-army lieutenant as a compan-
1.

From Yunnan, they legally
creased the border nte Burma and
soon were taken under the wings
of the Kachin Independence Army,
Uncertain of what route they
would be able te take to achleve
their goal; they weres completely
dependent en the good will and
proteciion of the Kachins,

Thiz book was introduced in
Britalrs inn this year and was
treated there as a best-selling
travel boock. But, 1t s far more
than just an adventiure story.
While there s much adventure in
coping with the mountaina and
Jungles of Burma as many of our
remders can atlest, there {5 also the
constent threat of the Burmese
government [orces, as well as the
troopa of other rival ethnic groups.

Mol the least of their problems
ave the lesches they encounter
whiles heading lor the border with
India, The latter presented iz oam
problem because the [ndian gov-
croment considers the border with
Burma Lo De o very sensllive area
which 15 strictly proscribed to non-
government persons. Mals (the
Swedlsh companion) and Tucker
were held prisoners and constantly

constantly Interrogated by the In-

dlans when they [Onally crossed

Inte India and were held Ineoem-
municada for many weeks some-
where i the area of what we knew
ga Ledo. Margherits, Dibrigarh,
Tinsukla, Hutkal are mentioned
aften as well as various mille posts
which we assumed te be locales en
roule to Pangsau Pass over the
Fatlal Bange,

Tucker has offered much more
than & boolk of adventure, This 1=
alse a hiatory of the people of
Burma and the looubles they have
aurvived under the current milttaey
cppressien of the Rangoon gov-
crnment, The author has offered
maps S0 you can fellow his radls Lo
India and complete glossarles so
you ean ddentify and undesstand
the Kachin language as well as the
mtlitary and political groups withln
Gurmi,

[f there 15 8 complalnt, it 15 that
Tucker hasn't related his routes
and landmarks with locales known
to Armericans who passed through
this area 50 some vears ago. He
mentions a W Il American air
field but left this reader gueasing
what it might have been. All of
these ajtes and traila had to cross
the old Ledo Foad and weren't we
close to Shing, Warazup, Tagap Ga
ar other place names we could lo-
cabe on our maps? We can only
hald Bis next o ours and Speoa-
late.

Shelby Tucker became en-
grassed in the history of and future
of Burma elther before embarking
on this adventure or durlng and
after. In any event, he covers the
iribes of Burma and their relation-
ship with one another, He gives a
bistory of the drog problem, Lhe
relatlonship of the Chinese and
Laslans with those In conlool of
the Burmese borders. Since his
return from his adventare, he had
become qulte active I representing
those opposing the dictatorship in
conirel of “Myanmar.”

Anyone with an lnterest in
Burma, pasi, present or [utare will
find this book te be an integral
part of their lbrary.
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UNCENSORED
Letters from an American GI
in
World War II China and India
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(Hardbournd, §-172% by 117 304
pages, oudr 150 usirations,

526,85, Texas residents, add
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Slores,]
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Tieal's nol quits true, We bought
our autographed bock from Lou
Glist at the Houston Reunion and
have acenned ti, read selacted
segments, but haven't had a
chance to rely read the boolk, We
have enjoved the lllustrations and
feel that they alone would Justify
the price of the book but lock for-
ward to digging In as soon as the
Fall SOUND-0OFF s put ta bed,

CHINA MAILBAG was written
from the letters Lew sent home to
his wile, Lottle. He was a Chinese
Combat Command officer working
with 12 Chinese technicians, an
American Sergeant and an inter-
preles. The UNCENSORED parl of
the Wile relers to his having added
detalls to his letters for his ook
which would have been deleted by
wartime censoers.

Al war’s end, he 15 assigned to
Shanghal and any CElera who had
the good fortune to recelve such an
asslgnment will enjoy sharing his
experience as well as the many -
lustrations with which he en-
hances the bhaolk,

FHC Joc McoGuire volunteered
the following quote n a Syer which
wis avallable at the Houston Re-
wrden: “Thils Is an E-.ﬂl:':l.[:l:'-:_'llrl.:_'l,r__'_.'.
lnformatlve and historical insight
of day-to-day duty and living in
China of an tndivdual privileged to
have served in a capacily nob afl-
forded to the mass of milltary per-
sons. Low hes provided us with
information s¢ rich in histortcal,
social, politlcal and military cus-
toms and practices, and all with
guch an overtone of human cmo-
ton and hurmer,”



